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1 . The MAILING DATE of this communicator, app ears on tne cover sheet W itn tne corresponoence a0 u,„~ - 

'TsHORTENED STATUTORY PER.OD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXP,RE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. nS period for reply is specified above the ^imum sUtu ^^^J^^gA^ beio'me ABANDONED (35 US.C. § 133). 
" earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )B Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 November 2002 . 
2a)H This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4)I3 Claim(s) HI is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5M Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim (s) 3.9 and 10 is/are rejected. 

7) G3 Claim(s) 4-8 and ^ is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0 )D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Ex.rn.nar. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not rece.ved. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional 121 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) g |ntervjew Summary (PT o-413) Paper No(s) . 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Rev,ew (PTO-948 5 LJ 

3) □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 3, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 5,617,418 to Shirani et al. Shirani et al. disclose a communication system in figure 8B with 
a first network device 532b, a cable 533 and 534 coupled to the first networking device 532b, 
and a second networking device 530a coupled to the cable. The operation of the system is 
described in the specification (Col. 9, line 5-15) wherein, the first device can detect the protocol 
used by the second device and configure itself to that protocol. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shirani et al. in 
the view of U.S. Patent No. 6,178,180 to Eng et al. Shirani et al. disclose a system as claimed 
but fail to disclose that the protocol is one of Tl or El. Eng et al. disclose a system that can 
function in Tl or El protocol (Col. 4, line 38-66). For the flexibility of the system, it would have 
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been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art by the time the invention was made to 
add the system that can work in both Tl or El protocol taught by Eng et al. to the protocols self- 
configuring system taught by Shirani et al to have a new system that can configure itself the 
communication protocol and the protocol is Tl or El . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 , and 2 are allowed over prior art. 

6. Claims 4-8, and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/04/02 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant has alleged that Shirani fails to disclose the second networking device 
identifies from the cable the first networking protocol (Remark, page 2). 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., determination 
based on the connection) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the 
claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Furthermore, during patent examination and prosecution, claims must be given broadest 
reasonable interpretation. Although Shirani discloses the second networking device identifies 
from the pulse driven on the cable the first networking protocol, it is still the second networking 
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device identifies from the cable the first networking protocol. Therefore, applicant's remarks fail 
to overcome the aforementioned art rejections of the claims. 



8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhat Do whose telephone number is (703) 305-5743. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (703) 308-5340. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-6743 for regular 
communications and 703-308-6743 for After Final communications. 



Conclusion 



# • 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



Nhat Do 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2663 



April 11,2003 



CHAU NGUYEN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



